			              EMPLOYABILITY BOWL

History: The Employability Seminar originated  in Buncombe County which have had about 10 successful Employability Seminars over the years. There were 3 original components to this seminar which has a competitive format – Business Panel, School Duel, and a Scavenger Hunt.
In 2006 the seminar spread to two additional clusters of counties in the western part of the state. In 2008, two additional seminars were held (Southwest and Charlotte Mecklenburg). Alamance County held one in the spring of 2009.  In 2009, 6 seminars were conducted between September and April. Recently we have added an interview and resume component to this competition.
The Employability Seminar is a great public relations tool for building relationships between local businesses and the OCS programs of high schools. The event promotes school spirit while it provides students a competitive format for demonstrating their work skill knowledge.
Currently, we have about 15 events (sectional) planned for the 2010 – 2011 school year and one regional event that covers 21 counties.  

Structure:  We have established regional coordinators for each of  the NCDCDT Regions as follows: 
       	Coastal Region: Rita Brown and Susie Holloms 
         Piedmont East Region: April Brantley           	
         Piedmont West Region: Mary Todd-Allen; and 
             Mountains Region: Sharon Jackson                       
Statewide Coordinators are Robin Miller and Kathy Norris 

Logo:  The Employability Seminar has a logo that was developed by Houston Burnette, Dr. Nellie Aspel’s son. It is available for use at any North Carolina Occupational Course of Study Employability Seminar that features any of the components of the competition.
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